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College affordability is the sleeper campaign issue of the 2008 election.  
 
Most pundits are focusing on the usual kitchen table economic issues like energy, food, and health care costs.  But, NEA’s polling data shows that the rising cost of college is also a key pocketbook concern for America’s middle class families and one that will likely impact the election. 
 
·     70% of parents we surveyed said that making college more affordable was an important issue to them in the upcoming election;

·     34% of parents said it was the most important issue; 

·     For students, those figures stood at 65% and 34% respectively. 

·     College affordability concerns are particularly salient with Hispanics: 48% of those surveyed said it was the most important issue to them.


Runaway college costs are putting the dream of higher education out of reach for many middle-class families.  

College tuition in the U.S. has risen more than 375% since 1980 – that’s more than three times the rate of inflation during that same period.  Times are tough: finding money for college is becoming increasingly difficult at a time when many working families are simply struggling to make ends meet. 

·     78% of those we surveyed said it is now more difficult to afford a college education than it was 10 years ago;

·     64% of those we surveyed said higher education is no longer a luxury, it’s necessary to make ends meet, and middle class families don’t have enough help to pay for it (72% of parents of college students).

·     It’s clear that people make real sacrifices in order to attend college today: 39% of those surveyed said they were forced to make budget cuts that directly impact their quality of life in order to pay for college.   

The federal government can and should be doing more to help.  
·     The majority of those we surveyed believe the federal government should play a substantial role in making college more affordable.   

·     The overwhelming majority of our respondents favored policy proposals that give deserving children who work hard and play by the rules the opportunity to attend college.  

Sky-high college costs threaten to undermine our nation’s economic stability.  

The U.S. won’t be able to compete in the global economy and we’ll continue losing good-paying jobs to other countries if we don’t invest now in making a college education more affordable for the middle class.  We are already falling behind countries like China and India that are graduating more engineers and highly-skilled professionals than we do every year.

·     Higher education is becoming more and more important in today’s competitive global economy.  92% of parents we surveyed said it was more important to have a college education today than it was 10 years ago (86% of all those surveyed felt the same way).

·     78% of those we surveyed found global competitiveness to be a convincing argument for various college affordability proposals.  

