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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING STUDENT VOTER

>

REGISTRATION & VOTING IN MICHIGAN

| am a student attending college in Michigan - can | register to vote in my college community?

Yes. You may register to vote so you can vote in the precinct where you live in your college community
if you 1) are a U.S. Citizen, 2) are at least 18 years of age by Election Day and 3) have been a legal
resident of the township, city or village where you live in your college community for at least 30 days
before the election. Under Michigan law, your legal residence is the place where you habitually sleep,
keep your personal belongings and have your regular place of lodging.

I’'ve heard that if | have a Michigan Driver’s License or State Identification Card, that when |
register to vote in my college community, the address on my driver’s license will be changed.
Is this true?

Yes. Michigan law requires that if you register to vote at a new address in Michigan, the address for
your Michigan driver’s license or state ID card will automatically be updated by the Michigan Department of
State. The Department of State will send you a notification that the address for your driver’s license
has been changed and include a sticker to be placed on your driver’s license with the new address.

I've heard that if | have ever registered to vote in another state, | cannot register to vote in
Michigan. Is this true?

No. You can decide to change your legal residence and voter registration from another state to
Michigan at any time regardless of where you lived or registered to vote in the past, as long as you
meet the citizenship, age and residency requirements outlined in the first question above.

If | register to vote in my college community, will my parents still be able to claim me as a
dependent for tax purposes?

Yes. Your parents can still claim you are a dependent even if you register to vote in your college
community. A student’s decision to register to vote in a jurisdiction other than where they lived with
their parents before they left to attend college does not determine whether your parents can claim you
as a dependent for tax purposes. Dependency is addressed by the federal Internal Revenue Code,
and is mostly determined by your age and income, not your voter registration or legal residence.

If | register to vote in my college community, will | lose my financial aid?

Not for the vast majority of students receiving financial aid. Most students attending school in Michigan
receive financial aid from the federal government and/or the State of Michigan.

. Federal financial aid is not linked to state residency or voter registration.

. If you receive aid from the State of Michigan, you would not lose it by registering to vote
anywhere in Michigan because you are still a resident of the State of Michigan.

. If you receive aid from another state or from a local town/city government other than your

college community that does link receipt to your continued residence in that state or town/city,
your financial might be affected, but very few states or local governments do so, and you can
easily check with your provider.

If | register to vote in my college community, will | be dropped from my parents’ health or auto
insurance?

The terms of insurance coverage are spelled out in your parents’ insurance policies. Most policies allow
parents to extend health and vehicle coverage to dependent children on the basis of age. It would be
highly unusual for insurance coverage to be linked in any way to your voter registration or legal residence.

If you have additional questions about student registration and voting in Michigan please contact the Fair Elections Legal Network (FELN) at
202.331.0114 or lfecteau@fairelectionsnetwork.com. For more information about student voting in Michigan, please see the Michigan Voter
Registration and Voter ID Guide on FELN'’s resource page: www.fairelectionsnetwork.com
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